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Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Happy Earth Day! 

 
 
I would be remiss on this Earth Day if I did not congratulate the kids at 

LaBelle Elementary School in Marietta for winning the first annual 

waterSmart rain barrel of fun contest. 

 
The 2nd grade students of teachers Cory Babcock and Altonese Wisdom 

beat 4 other schools in the contest. The kids were given 2 weeks to design 

and paint their rain barrels. The goal... to learn about the importance a 

little change can make in the effort to conserve water. 
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The rain barrels were judged on the categories of creativity, artistic 

ability and team work, with extra bonus points awarded for display of 

water conservation knowledge. 

 
Just because the contest is over does not mean the conservation is... all 

the rain barrels will stay on the campus of the respective schools to help 

provide a conservation friendly alternative to supplemental watering for 

landscaping. 

 
Not that the kids needed any moitivation... the winning students from 

LaBelle Elementary School will receive an ice cream party from 

waterSmart.  

 
You can learn more about waterSmart, all they do for our community, and 

what you can do to help conserve by clicking here. 

 
Happy Earth Day! 

 
 
--Chris

Posted by Chris 

Smith 

at 7:16 

PM 
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afternoon that I thought some of you fellow weather geeks who read this 

blog might enjoy. 

 
Jetstream Moving 

 
The gist of the story is that researchers believe global warming is pushing 

the jet stream further north. How does that impact us? Well, the jet 

stream is the river of fast moving air that steers weather systems around 

the world. If the jet stream moves further north then rain producing 

weather systems would stay further north. That means less rain in the 

south. That being said, we would also see more tropical activity because if 

the jet stream was not further south them tropical systems would be more 

likely to form. 

 
As you read below the other week, I was at a weather conference in the 

Bahamas. There were several interesting presentations with respect to the 

cause of global warming. You can watch several of the presentations as 

well as a heated exchange between Dr. William Gray of Colorado State 

and Dr. Tom Knutson here at the Bahamas Weather Conference webpage. 

 
Have a great week. It looks pretty nice. 

 
 
--Chris

Posted by Chris 

Smith 

at 9:14 

PM 
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Sunday, April 06, 2008

weather conference... 

 
 
Although I am 'off' this week I can assure you that I will be working hard! 

 
I am headed to the Bahamas Weather Conference on Tuesday. (yes, I drew 

the short straw :-)) The conference is being held on Grand Bahamas Island 

at the Westin Our Lucaya Resort. 

 
There are a wide range of topics that will be discussed this year. From 

hurricanes, to insurance, to how to build a safer homes that can withstand 

tornadoes and hurricanes, and global warming. 

 
One of the highlights of the conference will be on Wednesday when Dr. 

William Gray releases his updated forecast for the 2008 hurricane season. 

 
You can follow along (sin the sun and the sand) at the conference website. 

You will probably see me from time to time in some of the meeting video 

and you can see many of the interviews and sessions that I am sitting in 

on.  
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I will make sure to post pictures and have a complete update when I get 

back! 

 
I promise to work hard... :-) 

 
 
--Chris

Posted by Chris 

Smith 

at 11:49 

PM 

0 comments 

the wedge... 

 
The 'wedge' has been a popular topic as of late and anytime we talk about 

it we get lots of questions here in the weather department. 

 
The wedge typically occurs during the winter and spring months here in 

Georgia... although it can actually happen any time of year. It takes a 

combination of our unique geography and a specific weather pattern to 

get the 'wedge.' 

 
It happens when High Pressure settles over the NE United States. Because 

the flow around high pressure is clockwise it brings cool, maritime air into 
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to get bigger. Technically, you can cut open a hail stone and count the 

number of rings inside which will tell you how many times the hail has 

gone up and down inside of the thunderstorm. 

 
Lets hope it is a while before we have any weather like last weekend. 

Right now the forecast looks dry for much of the work week ahead. 

 
 
--Chris

Posted by Chris 

Smith 

at 4:06 

PM 
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